Basic Textual Analysis 

Theme of the Play

Ask actors to finish the sentence: "The theme of this play is..." Discuss.  (I sometimes precede this with asking the actors to draw the five moments in the play that strike them most strongly)

The Reason Why This Play is Still Relevant

Ask the actors to finish the sentence: "The reason why this play is still relevant is..." Discuss. Ask actors the question: What is a comparable modern situation?

Scene by Scene Analysis

· What is the scene about?

· How does the scene further the theme with significant action?

· Who wants to get what in the scene?  What is each character's "will"?

· What stands in their way?  What is their "counter-will"?

· What are the big beats in the scene?

· Who has high status in each beat?

Other Questions 

· If this scene was taken to its logical extreme, what would it be like? 

· Ask actors to improvise the scene in a modern context in their own words.  Make notes.  Discuss. Anything to keep?

Transitive Verbs

· Break whole scene down into beats, and put a transitive verb on each beat. 

